WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
to facts. He broke off the negotiations, then in their final stage, by
sending a message to the King through the intermediary that "he
preferred to sit at his window and see what happened in Yugoslavia."
The King was mortally offended, and from that moment relations with
Italy became worse than ever.
What harm the sensational and irresponsible press can do, and did
do at that time, chiefly through a number of journalists sitting at what
they called the round table in Vienna! Anti-dictator King Alexander
and anti-Serb to a man, they were always twisting facts to suit their
own theories. They were always representing Yugoslavia as being
on the verge of rebellion, and their readers were only too ready to give
credence to their stories. Yet so long as King Alexander was alive
there was never the least possible chance of real internal trouble. His
Majesty was a soldier and the whole of his Army was utterly devoted
to him. Revolutions can only succeed where the Army joins the
revolutionaries or, as in the case of Mussolini's march on Rome in
1922, where the Army stands aside and remains strictly neutral. On
the other hand, history does not show a single case of a successful
revolution against the will of the Army. At the first indication of
definitely serious trouble, King Alexander would not have hesitated
for a moment, but would have crushed it by force of arms at its very
inception. This was just as obvious to the malcontents in Croatia
and elsewhere—and there were plenty of them—as it was to me, and
the realization of the fact was quite sufficient in itself to keep them
quiet. But the international press only thought of headlines, and to
the last went on prophesying the imminence of revolution in Yugo-
slavia. And even the most reasonable were inclined to give credence
to these stories.
Nobody wishes more than I do that the British press (or rather
Press with a big P, considering its power in the world) should be any-
thing but completely independent. On the other hand, we go too far
in the opposite direction in studiously refraining from giving even a
hint to the Press as to the general line to befollowed in matters of policy
which may be of the highest importance to British national interests.
H.M. Government often loses a great deal by not taking the Press a
little more into its confidence in this respect. This is due only partly to
a traditional dislike of attempting to influence the Press. It is just as
much due to an equally traditional aversion to looking too far ahead,
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